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CITY OF ACWORTH
 
PLANNING & ZONING MEETING
 

TUESDAY, March 24, 2009 - 7:30 P. M.
 

Chairman Ben Flanagan, Commissioners Toby Carmichael, Jinl Aiken, Brett North,
 
Fletcher Whitworth, Van Jacobs, Jeff Steorts, Scott McPherson and Vince DiCecco.
 

CALL TO ORDER
 
Chairman Flanagan opened the meeting at 7:30 pm.
 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE
 
The Pledge ofAllegiance was recited.
 

APPROVAL of the February 24, 2009 MINUTES
 
Chairman Flanagan asked if everyone had had the opportunity to review the February 24,
 
2009 minutes and if any chal1ges needed to be made. Chairman Flanagan noted that
 
Commissioner Aiken was not present at the February 24th meeting and could not have
 
seconded the motion to adjourn. Chairman Flanagan asked for a motion. Commissioner
 
McPherson motioned to approve the February 24, 2009 minutes with necessary 
corrections, and it was seconded by Comnlissioner Steorts. The vote was 8-0 with 
Commissioner Aiken abstaining. 

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATIONIPUBLIC HEARING 
Chairman Flanagan provided an overview of the rules and procedures of the public 
hearings. 

A. Public Hearing: Text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. 

Chairman Flanagan opened the public hearing and asked staff to lead the discussion on 
the topic. Christine Dobbs, Commul1ity Development Director, said staff has conducted 
research into reglLlations from other jurisdictions regarding roll-off dumpsters, storage 
containers and donation collection bins. The current city ordinance only addresses 
dumpsters. Ms. Dobbs provided a brief description of the sample ordinances attached to 
the staff report. Staff requests that the commissioners review the information provided. 

Chairman Flanagan asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of or against the 
text amendments. Russell Chambers (4426 E. Lakeshore Dr, Acworth, GA) pointed out 
that sometimes the issue is the companies not picking the containers up. 

Chairman Flanagan closed the public hearing and asked for questions and conlments from 
the Board. There was considerable discussion among the commissioners and staff 
regarding each of the sample ordinances. The consensus among the commissioners, witll 
the exception of Commissioner Whitworth, was that they favored the sample ordinance 
from Norman, OK and the wording sample from Southlake, TX regarding donation bins. 
Chairman Flanagan asked if staff needed a recommendation from the Board. Ms. Dobbs 
suggested that since the Board is not actually adopting anything tonight, then a motion to 



table the vote on the text amendment can be made and staff will take the synopsis of the 
discussion to the mayor and Board as a discussion item. 

Chairman Flanagan asked for a motion to table the discussion. Commissioner 
Carmichael motioned to table and it was seconded by Commissioner DiCecco. The vote 
was 8-1 with Commissioner Whitworth voting against. Chairman Flanagan then asked 
for a show of hands of those in favor of the city controlling the location and upkeep of 
donation bins. There were 9 in favor. Chairman Flanagan asked if the city should be 
involved in regulating storage containers ("pods") in residential and commercial areas. 
There were 8 in favor and one (Commissioner McPherson) against. Chairman Flanagan 
asked if the issue of roll-off dumpsters in commercial and residential districts should be 
addressed by the city. There were 7 in favor with Commissioners Whitworth and 
McPherson against this issue. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman Flanagan asked if there were any announcements. Ms. Dobbs said 
Commissioner Steorts needs to be re-appointed to the Revitalization Grant Committee. 
Commissioner Carmichael moved to re-appoint Commissioner Steorts, and it was 
seconded by Chairman Flanagan. The vote was unanimous. Ms. Dobbs invited everyone 
to the grand opening of Acworth Gallery on Friday, March 27. Ms. Dobbs also 
welcomed Commissioner Aiken back and read a thank-you note from him to the Board. 

5. COMMISSION MEMBER'S COMMENTS 

Chairman Flanagan asked for the Commissioner's comments. Chairman Flanagan asked 
about annual re-appointments for Commissioner McPherson and DiCecco. Ms. Dobbs 
said it had been done but staff would research the dates and let the Board know next 
month. Commissioner McPherson what happened with the Cowan House from last 
month. Ms. Dobbs advised it was approved plan-specific by the Council as C-2 with uses 
stricken. 

6. ADJOURN 

Chairman Flanagan asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Aiken motioned to 
adjourn at 8:15pm and it was seconded by Commissioner North. The vote passed 
unanimously. 

Ben Flanagan Chri~
 
Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission Community Development Director 


